
DEFINITION OF TRAUMA

Trauma can be defined as an injury to any part of the human body as the result of energy transfer
from an inflicting source. The forces that can lead to injury include chemical, thermal, ionising
radiation and mechanical. The extent and severity of the trauma sustained depends upon the
magnitude, nature and duration of the inflicting cause. Major trauma denotes injuries to more than
one body region or organ system. In Part 4, trauma will be examined from a variety of viewpoints,
interconnected to di ff erent specialties . In this chapter we will examine the facets that bind the
whole topic together. DEFINITION OF TRAUMA
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