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The use of postoperative drains depends on the operation performed. Drain output should initially
be documented at least hourly or more regularly in the event of concern regard - ing high drain
output. Given the heterogeneity of drainage - systems available it is paramount that nursing sta ff
are familiar with the system used. The exact loca tion and size of any drains should be clearly
documented in the operation notes and the tubing labelled accordingly . This avoids inadvertent
removal of the wrong drain or confusion for the ward team. Continued blood loss from a drain is an
indication for re-exploration and should be immediately highlighted to the operating surgeon. -
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