Lymphatic drainage

Lymphatic drainage

Lymph from the upper half of the anal canal flows upwards to drain into the mesorectal lymph
nodes and from there goes to the para-aortic nodes via the inferior mesenteric chain. Lymph
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The internal sphincter is composed of circular, non-striated involuntary muscle supplied by
autonomic nerves The external sphincter is composed of striated voluntary muscle supplied by the
pudendal nerve Extensions from the longitudinal muscle layer support the sphincter complex The
space between sphincters is known as the intersphincteric plane The superior part of the external
sphincter fuses with the puborectalis muscle, which is essential for maintaining the anorectal
angle, necessary for continence The lower part of the anal canal is lined by sensitive squamous
epithelium Blood supply to the anal canal is via superior, middle and inferior rectal vessels
Lymphatic drainage of the lower half of the anal canal goes to inguinal lymph nodes
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