
Organisation of emergency services

Emergency services such as the fire brigade, police and ambu lance service must have defined
roles and areas of responsibility to ensure a coordinated response during a crisis. Members of these
teams must be included in the planning phase to ensure that the final plan is practicable and
reflects the situation on the ground. Summary box 33.13 Disaster planning /uni25CF /uni25CF
/uni25CF Identification of hospitals able to take large numbers of casu - alties and the location of
areas that can be used for patient holding and triage in case of mass casualties is important.
Hospitals that o ff er specialised services should be identified and their role during a major crisis
defined. Suitable hospitals in the surrounding areas m ust be designated as overflow hospitals in
the eventuality of a very large volume of patients.

Disaster can be anticipated and should be prepared for Evacuation of a whole population may be
the best option Coordination between military, police, /f_i re, ambulance and medical services is
important
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