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Urinary catheter

The requirement for a urinary catheter depends on the opera - tion. In shorter (<4 hours) minimal
access procedures a urinary catheter is not usually required. If a urinary catheter has been placed
in the bladder during an operation with likely short stay , it can be removed before the patient reg
ains conscious - - ness if the procedure has been uneventful. Postoperatively it is important to
check that the patient has been able to pass urine and empty their bladder without di ffi culty .
When there is uncertainty point-of-care bladder scanning can assess residual bladder volume.
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