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Drug group Drug Advantages Disadvantages Non- stimulants Atomoxetine (NE reuptake
inhibitor) Not Controlled Drugs – less restrictive prescribing regulations   Can help when
stimulants are not indicated or not tolerated (e.g. tic disorders, active substance use
disorders, others)   Might be considered by specialists in case of refractory ADHD or as an
alternative to stimulants Require weeks to attain full effect   Higher risk of interactions
(metabolised by CYP2D6) and effect variability due to genotype – might require dose
adjustments26   Lower effect size than stimulants Guanfacine (α2A-adrenoceptor agonist)
In many countries off-label (unlicensed) for ADHD in adults   Off-label prescribing may
restrict opportunities to transfer to primary care. Viloxazine (5HT- and NE-modulating
agent) USA only Bupropion (dopamine and NE reuptake inhibitor) Limited evidence base
5HT, 5-hydroxytryptamine; NE, norepinephrine. Table 9.1 (Continued )
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